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e en e ne 5 
CRAFTSMEN. 
A Sermon or Paraphraſe pon 


ſeveral Verſes in the 1 9th Chapter of the 
Ads of r 


5 bal not this Day, my Belor- 
dd, as the uſual manner is, 
a ccoſt you with the Scraps of 
| a Verſe, or only with awhole 
Verf, out of any part of the 
ESR Goſpel; which Method is of- 
ten made uſe of in ſuch Places as this, purely | 
to avoid telling what goes before or comes 
after; but ſhall chuſe for my Text the greateſt 
part of the 19th Chapter of the Acts: And in 


11 
* „ 


* 


diſcourſing upon this Portion of Scripture, ſq 
fruitful in good Inſtructions and Examples, 
ſhall confine my ſelf to the following Method. 
I. Firſt, I ſhall make ſome general Obſerva- 
tions upon the Behaviour of the Apoſtle Paul 
r it aces) 
II. Secondly, I ſhall diſcourſe more particu- 
larly upon ſeveral Verſes in this Chapter; and; 
III. Thirdly and Laſtly, I ſhall draw from 
the Whole, ſome uſeful and ſeaſonable Inferen- 
ca3; and then conclude. e. os 


„ 8 
I. I ſhall make ſome general Obſervations 
upon the Apoſtle Paul. And, I/, of all, my 
Brethren, it is note wotthy, that Paul made 
the greateſt Change that ever Man did, even 
from a Perſecutor to an Apoſtle; two Charac- 
rers as oppoſite as is that of Lucifer to an 
Angel of Light. As ſoon as Light from the 
Lord fell upon him, he no longer breaths 
 Threatnings and Slaughter againſt the Diſciples 
of the Lord, as he had in Fore-rime, nor puts 
in Execution the Orders he had about him from 
the High-Prieſt, or Archbiſhop. of the eus, to 
bring the firſt Chriſtians and Diſſenters of choſe 
Days, bound to Jeruſalem. On the contrary, 
tho' he was juſt before an hard-hearred Perſe- 
cutor for the Church by Law Eſtabliſhed, on 
a ſudden, he becomes a Lover of the Saints; 
and now, Behold he prayeth! Acts ix. 11. 
'"1}, Let us learn a Leſſon from hence, dear- 
ly Beloved, as we go along; namely, that as 
ſoon as the Fear of the Lord entereth into a 
Man's Heart, the Sword of Perſecution drop- 
eth out of his Hand. Peace, which is the 
Badge of rhe Goſpel; and Cruelty, which is 
the Coat of Arms of Satan, cannot dwell to- 
gether. Behold he prayeth | 
24aly, It is obſervable, that when a Zealot 
leaves his Party, and turns Chriſtian, how 
very apt the High Party are, ungrarefully to 
forget all his former wicked Merit, which made 
Him dear to them ; and ro perſecute him for A- 
poſtatizing into Mercy and Grace. While Paul 
continued the fiery Flayl of rhe Godly, 5 
1 Fn Prieſts 
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Prieſts held him in high Favour, and ruſted 
him with their Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion ; And 
for what? Why, to bring bound to Jeruſalem' 
all thoſe of this Way : ; Of what way? Why all 
that forſook the e/fabliſhed Synagogue, and fol- 
lowed Chriſt. 

zaly, Obſerve, my Brethren, that Conſci- 
ence and Non-conformity had the Powers of 
the World againſt them 1700 Years ago. 
Paul, the Blaſphemer, had a Poſt ; but Paul 
the Convert, Paul the Saint, is allowed no 
Toleration ; yea they watched the Gates Day and 
Nig zwht to kill him: for, Behold he Proyeth! 

4760, It is obſervable from the whole Hi- 
ſtory of Paul, that the Grace of God makes a 
Man both meek under Sufferings, and bold 
for Chriſt. Here our Convert neither returns 
the Injury, nor ſlacks his Pace in planting che 
Goſpel; both hard Tasks! He risk d his Life 
and laboured in the Vineyard without Pay; 
A rare thing in this our Days! when the firſt 
Motive for Overſeeing of Souls, is ſo much a 
Year. The Apoſtle drove no Bargain about 
Preaching, nor made a Market of Salvation. 

Oh! my Beloved, how many dignified 
Drones have we in our time, who ſer up for 
a Likeneſs to the Apoſtles, without any Like- 
neſs; who take great Sums for mock Apoſtle- 
ſhip, when nothing thrives by their Miniſtry, 
but their Bellies! This, my Friends, is lamen- 
table, but it is lamentably true. 

II. Ihaſte now to my Second General Head, 
and will diſcourſe particularly upon ſeveral 
Verſes in this Chapter. I 


(6) 
begin with Verſe the 87h, And he went in- 
to the Synagogue, and ſpake boldly for the ſpace 
> Tony Months, diſputing and perſuading the 
mgs concerning the Kingdom of God. 
_ T/t, And he went into the Synagogue. Obſerve 
we here, 1/4, my beloved Brethren, that as 
great Bigots as the Fews were, and as great 
a Diſſenter as Paul was, yet they ſuffered him 
to preach in their Synagogues, or Churches. 
He had a clear Stage, tho perhaps not equal 
Favour. Now think ye, my Friends, if the 
fame Apoſtle ſhould come among us here in 
London, at this time, that he would be per- 
mitted to preach in his own Church, unleſs 
he firſt qualified himſelf according to the 
Forms and Ceremonies of the Church of Eng- 
land by Law eſtabliſhid 2 Or would he, trow 
ye, get any Preferment that the black Dons 
could hinder him from, in caſe he perſiſted to 
preach what his Maſter preached before him, 
viz. that Chriſts Kingdom was not of. this 
World ? | | 3 
AZaly, My Beloved, we may ſee here, the 


and perſuaded the Things concerning the King- 
dom of God. Not a Word ofhis own ſpiritual 
Dominion ; not a Word of Epiſcopal Sove- 
reigns, who were to deſcend, as it were, from 
his Loins, and who, without his Inſpiration 
or Miracles, were to ſucceed him in what he 
never had ; worldly Wealth, worldly Grandeur, 
and worldly Power; Things which always 
marr the Kingdom of God, inſtead of pro- 
F 10 maoting 


great Point of Paul's Preaching ; He diſputed 
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(7) 
moting ir ; there being no Fellowſhip between 
Chriſt and Belial. f 
Let us now proceed to the 97h Verſe, and 
ſee what that ſays ; But when divers were 
hardened, (obſerve he ſays, when divers were 


hardened) and believed not, but ſpake evil of 


that Wa befor the Multitude, he departed from 
them, and ſeparated the Diſciples, diſputing 
daily in the School of one Tyrannus. 
The Prieſts, no doubt, who traded in Ce- 
temonies, and knew nothing of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or of inward Holineſs, were nettled at a new 
Religion, which taught Men a'plain Path to 
Heaven, without the Incumbrances of Sacri- 
fices, or Prieſts, or Fopperies ; a Religion, 


that had a profeſſed Enmity to all ſecular Gain 


and all holy Ttifling. 

Marvel not at it, my Brethren, a Religion 
without a Hierarchy, and Godlineſs without 
Gain, will never pleaſe any Ser of High Prieſts': 


Nothing will go down with them but Pride 


and Grimace, and the ready Penny. Poor Paul 


had nothing about him of all this, nor did he 
teach a Religion that had. All that he brought, 
was a Chriſt crucified, and Salvation in and 
through him. They therefore ſpake evil of that 


* 


Way before the Multitude; that is, the Prieſts 


told the People that Paul was an Heretick, and 
his Doctrine was Schiſm ; but for themſelves, 


they had Antiquity and the Fathers on their 


Side, with an orthodox Church full of decent 


Types and Ceremonies. 


- 


There needed no more to prevent the Ape- . 
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ſtle from doing any good among them: Sy 
he departed from them. This was all the 
Puniſhment he inflicted on them, and this was 
enough. He who had the Holy Ghoſt, could 
have inflicted Death or Miſery on them; but 
it was oppoſite to the Genius of his Religion, 
which allows ſpiritual Paſtors to feed their 
Flocks, but not force them, nor to puniſh them 
if they refuſe to feed. If a Man has not a 
mind to be ſaved, he has the worſt of it him- 
ſelf ; and what is it to the Prieſts > as Maſter 
Selden well remarks., . 3 * 3 
This, my Brethren, was the Primitive Ex- 
communication. If you could work no good 
upon a Man; or if that Man Work d Miſchief 
$0.YOUs e e You; Seapdal; FRY you wORld 
not keep Company with him. But to give 
him to the Devil, becauſe he was already go- 
ang to the Devil of himſelf, is to be a Miniſter 


of Chriſt the backward way. Beſides there 
Was no need of ir. The Apoſtle in my Text, 
neither, curſes, theſe: unbelieving High Church- 
men, who, hardened themſelves againſt him, nor 
* them, nor fines them; all which he 
done, uy 33 SANS | «4 | 
from them. And if he did not damn them for 
the ſake of their Souls, ſo neither did he ſur- 
render them to Beelzebub. for the ſake of their 


he Power of Miracles could have 
he liked it. He barely departed 


—— 


Money. He demanded. not a grey Groat of 


Af. FI il ld GEES, OW | | 
them; So far was he from telling them, Gen- 


tlemen, I am your ſpiritual Prince, pray pay 


, 


.me gui Reken. Tal was a Mines of the 


9134 


1 
Reſurrection, a diſintereſted Witneſs, and 


claimed no Dues ; tho others ſince do in his 
Name, without being real Witneſſes of the 


Reſurrection, or diſintereſted Witneſſes of any 


thing elſe about it. 

D:iſputing daily in the School of one Tyran- 
nus. Mark here, my Beloved, that both 
Schools and Synagogues, or Churches, were 
open to him, tho' he was but a new Comer, 
and a Non-conformiſt. Mark, moreover, that 
he barely diſputed or reaſoned. He was a 
Stranger to the Doctrine of Compulſiom. He 


was an Apoſtle, by virtue of whoſe Words and 


Power, all Clerical Acts are pretended to be 
done ever fince: and yer he himſelf did none, 
ſatisfying himſelf with ſaving Souls, by Ex- 


hortation and the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, 


which are not Clerical Acts. He was the chief 
| Paſtor upon Earth, and held his Commiſſion 
immediately from God; but he impoſed no- 


thing but his Advice, Reaſon, and good Words 


upon thoſe that heard him. He could have 
forced them (had the Spirit ſo directed) to 
have ſwallowed implicitly all he ſaid; and 


either deſtroyed or diſtreſſed all that refuſed. 


But the Lord Chriſt, my Brethren, in his Deal- 
ings with humane kind, never uſes Means that 
are inhumane. 25 

Here you may diſtinguiſh the Spirit of Chriſt 
from the Spirit of High Church. For trow ye, 
my Friends, that Chriſt or his Apoſtles ever de- 
legated to weak and paſſionate Men, Powers 
and Privileges which, infallible and inſpired as 


they were, they never aſſumed to themſelves? 
ail B Let 
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Let us wonder, my Brethren, at the Impudence 
of ſome Men in Black!!! 

And this continued for the "ſpace of Two 
Tears. Obſerve, it is not faid chat he kept a 
Curate all the while. 


Let us go on to ſome following Verſes. 
And God wrought ſpecial Miracles by the Hands 


_ of Paul; . hoy from his Body were brought un- 


10 the Sic , Handkerchiefs or Aprons, and the 
Diſeaſes departed from them, and the evil Spi- 
rits went out of them, verl. 11, 12. 

Obſerve, here are certain Signs of a Power 
from God ; and they who pretend to a Power 
from him, without manifeſting the ſame by 
certain Signs, are certainly Cheats and Impo- 
ſors. For a Power given by the all-wiſe God, 
muſt be given for ſome certain End, which will 


infallibly be brought about. It is not conſiſtent 


with his Wiſdom and Goodneſs to give it, and 
yet leave uncertain that he has given it, when a 
plain Manifeſtation of it is of the utmoſt Im- 
Portance to the World, and to the Purpoſes for 
which it is given. If a Man brings nor infal- 


lible Proofs. of his Power, how ſhall I know 


that he has it? Demonſtration muſt go before 
Conviction, and. Conviction before Conſent. 
We cannot embrace for Truth, what we taketo 
be a Lye. All which will farther. appear from 
the following Verſes. 

Then certain f the Pagelond J c ws, Exorciſt, 


200k upon them to call over them which had, evil 
a the Name of the Lord Yeſis, ſuying, ce 
ue you by Jeſus, v0 Paul-preachethsv. L 3. 


Me may perceiye oaks that the Apoſtles had 
Apes 


C £8} 
Apes in their own Time; Fellows who ſet up 
for their Succeſlors, before they Themſelves 
were dead. They were Exorci/ts or Confurers, 
ſo call'd, T preſume, from their pretending. to 
diſpoſſeſs haunted Houſes, by the Dint of Spells 
and Forms of Words. They had now got a 
new Form of Words, and were going to Work 
with them as faſt as they could, boaſting, no 
doubt, great things of their own. Power. And 
indeed they took a politick Method to reſem- 
ble the Apoſtle, had they ſucceeded in it; but 
they miſcarried miſerably, as will be ſhewn anon. 
But what ſhall we ſay of ſome Moderns (more 
ſhameleſs than theſe Vagabond Fews) who will 
right or wrong be Succeſſors ro the Apoſtles, 
without doing any thing that is Apoſtolick, but 
what every, reaſonable Man may do as well. 
They ſhew no Signs but thoſe of Graceleſneſs 
and Pride; and do no Wonders, but in the 
Luxury of their Lives. ee e 


Anund there. chere ſeven: Sons: of one Sceva, a 
Jew, and chief of the Prieſts, which did ſo, v. 14. 
Morte Mimickets of Miracles! We fee the Trade 
was growing ſweet, but the Sauce proved 
ſour; for the evil Spirit anſwered and ſaid; 
Jeſus I know, and Paul I know, but whoare'ye ? 
An angry and contemptuous Queſtion, but full 
of good Senſe. But the worſt follows; And the 
Man in whom the evil Spirit was, leapt upon 
them, and prevailed againſt them, ſo that they 
fled out of that Houſe naked and wounded. © 
I. Obſerve here, 1ſt, That we may eaſily 
learn what Power Men have from God, by their 
7 | "0% Power 


( 12 ) 
Power over the Devil. When Paul gave the 
Word of Command, the Devil did not ſtand 
ſhilly ſhally, nor pretend to Parly with one 
who was employ'd as the Lord's General, a- 
gainſt the Power of Darkneſs, but was forced to 
march Bag and Baggage; and glad, no doubt, 
thar he could troop off in a whole Skin. 

But it is quite otherwiſe, when Interlopers 
and Craft/men, in hopes to make a Penny of 
Satan, pretend to drive him out of his Quar- 
ters, tho' they come in the Name of the Lord. 
The Devil, in this Caſe, ſets up the Flag of De- 
fiance, and tells them they are Scoundrels to 
their Faces; Who are ye? Well ſpoken Satan! 
They were Vagabonds, eus, and Prieſts, and 
the Devil chaſtized them accordingly. They 
fled out of that Houſe naked and wounded. The 
Devil got the Day, and remained Maſter of the 
Field, and the Baggage. He prevailed againſt 
them. They forged a Commiſſion, and the Lord 
Jeſus, whoſe Name they abuſed, would not 
ſtand by them. n al 

2. Let us here, 2dly, my Friends, think it 
no ſhame to learn a Leſſon from the Devil, and 
take no Man's Word, who pretends to com- 
mand us in Matters of Faith and ſpiritual O- 
bedience, tho' he comes in the Name of the 
Lord. Let us examine him firſt, and try our 
own Strength upon him; Who are ye ? A pat 
Queſtion and a proper! Let us, Beloved, never 
loſe ſighr of it, eſpecially when any Man would 
controul our Belief. Be not determined by out- 
ſide Shape and Colour. Along Gown may co- 

| Ver 


(13) 
ver an Exorei/t, but let us peep into his In- 
ſide, ſearch his Life and Principles ; ler ustry 
whether he is an Apoſtle in his Heart and his 
Actions ; and if he be nor, let us deſpiſe him; 
yea, let us prevail againſt him. 

3. Obſerve, zdly, What great and ſolemn 
Rogueries are carried on in the Name of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, even Conjurers and Forma- 
liſts reap their Harveſt, as it were, with the 
Sickle of the Goſpel. And if ſuch bold Cheats 
could be practiſed, as it were, under this great 
Apoſtles Noſe; what may not be done now 
he is ſo far off? How many Exorciſts, how ma- 
ny Sons of Sceva, trow ye, have we at this time 
among us, and in this enlighten'd Proteſtant 
Country? Great Numbers, God wor ; yea, great 
Societies. Every Man, who, in the Name of 
Chriſt or Paul, claims to himſelf Gain or Do- 
minion, is a Son of Sceva, and can be no guard 
againſt the Devil, who deſpiſes him. Judge ye 
now what Swarms we have! 

4. Obſerve from hence, qthly and laſtly,The 
_ Reaſon of the great Wickedneſs which is 
in the World; namely, becauſe we maintain an 
Army againſt the Devil, of whom he ſtands not 
in Awe. In the firſt Ages he was driven out of 
every Corner, and now he poſſeſſes every Cor- 


ner; for why? they had Apoſtles, and we 


have the Sons oy Sceva. _ 

And many that believed came and confeſſed, and 
ſnewed their Deeds, v. 18. that is, many who 
had been deluded and miſled by theſe Reye- 


rend Deceivers, were now undeceived. _. 
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And many alſo of them whichuſed curious Arts, 
brought their Books together and burnt them before 
all Men; and they counted the Price of them, and 
found it Fifty Thouſand Pieces of Silver, v. 19. 

How fertile muſt the World then have been 
in myſteriou and conjuring Books! what Sy- 
ſtems of Nonſenſe and Knavery muſt have been 
here! what Gloſſes, Commentaries, and Rid- 
dles! For we may be ſure, my Beloved, theſe 
were not Books of uſeful Knowledge and 
Learning, or Books that taught Virtue and Mo- 
rality ; ſince ſuch, without doubt, the Apoſtle 
would have preſerv'd : Bur they were jugling 
and conjuring Books, ſuch as contained Hea- 
then Traditions, with falſe Miracles and falſe 
Doctrines, and were probably full of metaphy- 
ſical Diſtinctions, and the controverſial Divi- 
nity of thoſe Days; ſuch as Bundles of foo- 
liſh Sermons, Pagan Syſtems, Articles of their 
Faith, Formularies, lying Myſteries, Cabali- 
ſtical Nonſenſe, and the High Church Pamph- 
lets of that Age; all oppoſite to the divine 
Truths utter d by Paul, 

So mightily grew the Word of God, and. 'pre- 
ad v. 20. Take notice here, Men and 
Brethren, that the ready way to make the Word 
of God grow and prevail, was to burn all the 
Prieſts Books. Oh, my Beloved; that our Eyes 
were alſo opened! what Fuel ſhould we have 
for Bonfires ! 

Nothing occurs remarkable” between this 
and the 23d Verſe, which tells us, that the 
bt time there aroſe no ſmall Sth tirs about that 

Way. 
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Hay. And then follows the Reaſon, v. 24, 25, 
26,27. Tor a certain Man named Demetrius, 4 


Siluerſinith, which made ſilver Shrines for Dia- 
na, brought no ſmall Gain unto the Craftſinen, 
whom he called tagether, with the Workmen of 
like Occupation; and ſaid, Sirs, ye know that by 
this Craft we have our Wealth: Moreover, ye 


ſee and hear, that not alone at Epheſus, but al- 


moſt throughout all Aſia, this Paul hath per- 


ſuaded and turned away much People, ſaying, 


that they be no Gods which are made «ith 


Hands; ſo that not only this our Craft is in 


Yo „ » 


Danger to be ſet at nought ; but alſo, that the 
Temple of the great Goddeſs Diana ſhould be 
deſpiſed, and her Magnificence ſhould be deſtroyed, 


 whomall Aſia and the World wor ſhippeth. 


A notable Speech, and a fair Confeſſion! 
he. kept a Shop for the Deity, and got a world 
of Money by this godly Trade; and rather 
than loſe it, he will oppoſe Chriſtianity, and 
maintain his Craft againſt Jeſus Chriſt. _ 

-- This mechanical Prieſt, and his Brethrea, Re- 
trainers to Diana, had loſt many kind Cuſto- 
mers by Paul's Preaching ; their holy Gear 
began to lie upon their Hands; Folks Eyes 
were opend, and the Cheat was diſcloſed: 
Upon which the Reverend Dr. Demetrius and 
the whole Convocation of Prieſts and Craftſ- 
men, reſolve to accuſe the Apoſtle as an Ene- 
my to the Church, and an Underminer of its 
Rights and Intereſts. Sirs, ſays Mr. Prolocu- 
tor, Ie know that by this Craft we have our 
Wealth. ©. Now, if this Paul goes on to per- 
zo. e ſuade 
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« ſuade People, as he does, that all our Gain 
« js built on Deceit, and that our Trade is of 
e human Inſtitution, our Function will fall in- 
« to Contempt, and we into Beggary.” - 

All this was artfully addreſs d to the Intereſt 
and Avarice of his Brother Craftſmen, who 
ſharing the Benefit of the Cheat, and living 


plentifully upon the Eccleſiaſtical Revenues 
of the Eſtabliſh'd Church of Diana, had Mo- 


tives ſufficient to engage them in the De- 


fence of the ſaid Church and Cheat. 

Nov he has a Knack for catching the Bigots, 
by telling them, what Danger there was of 
the Church; and leſt the Temple of the great 


Goddeſs Diana ſhould be deſpiſed, and her Mag- 


nificence be deſtroyed, whom all Aſia and the 
Morld worſhipped What pity it was that fo 
re and primitive a Church, and the moſt 


| Orthodox and beſt conſtituted Church in all | 


Aſia, ſhould bein ſuch piteous Danger ! 

1. Obſerve here, firſt, dearly Beloved, what 
falſe Knaves and godleſs Infidels theſe Prieſtly 
Crew were. If they believed thar their Mi- 
ſtreſs, the Goddeſs, who had indeed the beſt 
accuſtomed Church in all Alia, was as great 
as they pretended her to be, why did they 
miſtruſt her Power to protect her own Gran- 
deur and defend her ſelf ? eſpecially againſt a 
ſingle Man, whom they repreſented as an 


Enemy to the Gods and their Church, and 


who was conſequently the more eaſy to be 


defeated or deſtroyed? But if they knew her 


her 


unable to defend her Divinity, and ſupport 


— —— — 1 
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her Church, with them, her Prieſts and Tradef- 
men; then were they in reality Cheats and 
Unbelivers, tho' outwardly grave and zealous 
Voraries. : 

2. Take Notice, in the 2d place, of the 
wide Difference that there is between theſe 
High Prieſts Church, and the Bible-Church ! 
The Prieſts Church being a Trading Church, 
and Money being her End, and Grimace her 
Ware ; which were the Source of. their Autho- 
rity and Reverence. Whatever enlightned the 
People, marred the Market of the Prieſts. By 
this Craft we have our Wealth; © While we 
can by Bawling and Lying put off ourTrum- 
« pery for Religion, it will always ſell well; 
* otherwiſe, it will not be worth a Groat; ler 
“ us contend for our 'Trumpery, and cry, The 
* Church! Accordingly we find the Auditory in 
the next Verſe actually practiſing the Advice 
given them by this High Church Preacher, 
and roaring for Diana of Epheſus, or, which 


is the ſame thing, for the Church. By this 


Craft we have our Wealth. | 

This, my Friend, was the Spirit of the 
Prieſts Church, ſo oppoſite to that of the 
Bible-Church ; which, being founded upon a 
Rock, fears neither Rain, nor Storms, nor Diſ- 
fenrers, nor Falſe Brethren; yea, ſhe is found- 
ed upon a Rock, which Rock is Chriſt; and 
whoever truſts in him, and believes the Scrip- 
ture, cannot think his Church in Danger. In- 
deed, if his Church is founded upon Hoods 
and Caps, and Cringes and Forms, and filchy 


C Lucre, 


1 


Lucre, he may well dread the Judgment of 


God, and the Reaſon of Man; for they are 
both againſt him and his Dowady, and his 
Church will totter as ſoon as ever common 
Senſe takes it by the Collar. By fearing for 
the Superſtructure, he owns the Foundation 
to be ſandy. By this Craft we have our 
Wealth. _ 

Theſe Craftſmen keep a Rout about the 
Danger of their Church; why, my Brethren, 
ir ought to be in Danger, like a ſorry Bun- 
dic of Inventions and Gimcracks, as it was. 
Bur for the Pure, the Primitive Church of 
Chriſt, the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail a- 
gainſt it. Yea, the Craftſmen ſhall not pre- 
vail againſt it, who are the ſoreſt Enemies it 
ever had It is founded upon a Rock. Paul 
does not once complain in all the New Te- 


ſtament, that His Church was in Danger, nor 


does any other of the Apoſtles or Evangeliſts. 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but the 
Word of the Lord abideth for ever. What ſay 
our Craft ſinen to this? either they know it 
not, or believe it not. Paul, whenever he 
mentions Dangers or Perils, in his Epiſtles, 
means Perils to his own Perſon: Nor did he by 
his own Perſon, ever in all his Life, mean the 
Church. But Paul had the Spirit of God; 
he was no Craftſman. 
We, my Beloved, who are Chriſtians, truſt 
to the Veracity of God, that he will for e- 
ver defend the Holy Revelation that he has 


given us. Let us on our part, treat it as be- 


comes 
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comes its Dignity and omnipotent Author. 
Let us not turn our Religion into a Play, nor 
diſhonour it with Baubles, as the Manner of 
the Popilh Craftſmen is, who convert their 
Churches into Puppet-ſhews and Muſick-Meet- 
ings; and then, when they are laughed ar, 
cry they are in Danger. Pretty Fellows! ro 
raiſe our Mirth whether we will or no, and 
then make us choak our ſelves ro keep it in. 
Their Craft is in Danger to be ſet at Nought. 
They know its Value, and quake, leſt ocher 
People ſhould know it roo. Oh the Impu- 
dence of Crafiſmen! how boldly they mock 
God, and in his Name pick Pockets! 

3. Let us obſerve, 3dly, my Brethren, that 
the Chriſtian Religion, which prevailed againſt 
all the Powers of the World, cannot be in 
Danger from all the Powers of the World: 
And every Church may be in Dangerbur a 
Chriſtian Church. Let us praiſe the Lord, 


my Chriſtian Friends, that our Church is ſafe. 


Proceed we now to the 25th Verſe: Aud 
when they heard theſe Sayings, they were full of 
Wrath, and cried out, ſaying, Great is Diana of 
the Epheſians. 

1. We may remark here, firſt, My Friends, 
the violent Effects of a hot Sermon, however 
abſurd and villanous. Here this Dr. Deme- 
trius, whoſe Craft was all his Religion, lugs 
Heaven into a Diſpute about his Trade, and 
tacks the Salvation of his Hearers to the Gain 
he made of his Shrines ; yet this awakend no 
Indignation in the ſeduced and ill judging Au- 

| | C3 ditory; 
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ditory ; but ſtreight 7hey were full of Wrath, 
and cried ont, ſaying, Great 1s Diana of the 
Epheſians: The Church! rhe Church: 
2. 2dly, We may remark, that Ignorance 
is the Mother of Zeal. They were full of 
Wrath. For what? Why for Diana of Ephe- 


fas. A God created by a Stone-cutter; an 


inſenſible Piece of a Rock, guarded by a 
Band of Prieſts ; who, hard as it was, picked a 
fine Livelihood our of it. But Paul had o- 
pened ſome Mens Eyes, and the Loaves be- 
gan to come in but ſlowly. This enraged the 
Crafr{;zen, and they enrag d the People- The 
Pricits loſt Cuſtomers, and the People loſt their 
Senſes. Such is the Power of Deluſion over 
dark and flaviſh Minds! Let but the Prieſt 
poinr at a Windmill, and cry the Church is 
falling, his Congregation will venture their 
Brains to ſtop the Sails. What a rare Army 
does Zeal raiſe, when Religion and Reaſon 


do not ſpoil the Muſter, or ſtop their March! 


The next is the 29th Verſe ; And the whole 
City was filled with Confuſion ; and having 
caught Gaius and Ariſtarchus, Men of Mace- 
donia, Paul's e pf. in Travel, they ruſh- 
ed with one accord into the Theatre. 
And the whole City was filled with Confuſi- 
on. Who doubts it, when Church was the Cry, 
and the Prieſts had begun it? Give them but 
their Way, and allow them but to aſſert the ir 
own Claims, they will quickly turn all things, 
Human and Divine, Topſy-turvey. Here is 


à whole City thrown into Confuſion, purely. 


be- 
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becauſe a Branch of the Prieſtly Trade, infa- 
mous, forged, and irreligious, was like to fall 
before the Word of God preached by Paul. 

1/t, This ſhews, Sirs, that there is nothing 
ſo lying and fo vile, that they will not juſtify. 
They knew that their Church was a Creature of 
their own compoling ; that the Worſhip per- 
formed in it was Burleſque-worſhip, contrived 
by themſelves and paid to a ſenſleſs Image; and 


they knew that the whole was an impudent + 


Deluſion, framed by human Invention. And 
yet, you ſee, my Beloved, how they raiſe Hea- 
ven and Earth in Defence of their Forgeries and 
Superſtitions, Not a Tittle will they part 
with, not a Shrine, not a Ceremony. No, ra- 
ther than this, they publiſh Lyes, they deceive 
the People, they decry ſober Piety, they raiſe a 
Sedition, and confound all Things. By this 
Craft we have our Wealth, 

2. Behold here, 2dly, the different Beha- 
viour of Truth and Falſhood ! or, in other 
Words, of Paul and the Craftſmen! When Men 


contend for Truth, they do it calmly, becauſe 


they are ſure it will ſupport it ſelf. But Error, 
conſcious of its weak Foundation, flies inſtantly 
for Support, to Rage and Oppreſſion. Paul 
reaſons peaceably and powerſully; Demetrias 
deceives, ſcolds, and railes a Mob. But I defy 
the Craftſmen to ſhew me one Mob of Paul's 
Trailing in all the New Teſtament. 
_ ThE Apoſtle wanted no Mob; he neither 
blended Politicks nor Gain with his Doctrine; 
he had no factious Deſigns; he medled oo with 
NEE 0 | uman 
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human Affairs; he taught Peace, and he prac- 
tisd it; he had no Grimace to ſupport ; no 
mock Reverence to acquire or deſend; he ab- 
hor'd pious Fraud, and expoſed it : he ſhewed 
the People the manifeſt Truths of the Goſpel, 
and of Reaſon, and that preſently open d their 
Eyes to {ee the impious Deluſions and bold Im- 
poſitions of the reigning Prieſts ; and hence be- 
gan the Rage of Dr. Demetrius and his Mob, 

3. From this you may learn, 3dly, my Friends, 
that one Man, with Truth on his Side, 1s enough 
to frighten a whole Army, yea, a whole Hierar- 
chy of Craftſmen, and to defeat them if he has 
but a fair Hearing. You ſee alſo the graceleſs 
Methods that red-hot High Prieſts take, to con- 
fute ſuch a Man: Firſt, they dreſs him up as an 
Atheiſt and an Enemy to the Church, and then 
ſet the Mob upon him ; for the Law was not 
againſt Paul, as we ſhall ſee preſently, and yet 
they meant to deſtroy Paul againſt Law. An 
implacable Tribe! no Power can ſatisfy them, 
that has either Mercy in it, or Bounds to it: 
Craft is their Calling, and Lies and Violence 
the Tools of their Trade. | £ 

Oh, my Chriſtian Friends! what Wolves are 
Men, yea what Wolves are Prieſts, when they 
have hardened themſelves againſt the Grace of 
God? Without Meekneſs and Peace there can 
be no ſuch thing as the Fear of the Lord ; wit- 
neſs Dr. Demetrius, and thoſe that are like him. 
Let us pray for their Amendment, that it would 
yu the Lord to take away their reprobate 

VIINGL, | 
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And having caught Gaius and Ariſtarchus, Men 
of Macedonia, Paul's Companions in Travel, they 
ruſhed with one accord into the Theatre. 

Gaius and Ariftarchas, Diſſenters to be ſure, 
and Nonconformiſt Preachers! Men of Macedo- 
„ia; Foreigners too, ever the Avertion of High 
Church! Paul's Companions in Travel, low bare 
Companions? Methinks that is ſomething fa- 
miliar, unleſs perhaps they were Lords Arch- 
biſhops of ſome Country where they did not re- 


ſide. But Haul you ſee had no ſpiritual Pride, 


nor received his Fellow Chriſtians upon the 
Knee, as ſome who pretend to be his Succeſ- 
fors at Rome, and elſewhere, do in our Days. 

1 hey ruſhed with one accord into the Theatre. Ay, 
they had got their Prey, a Brace of Non. cons, 
and carry d them into the Play-houſe to bait 


them. What hooping and hallowing, I war- 


rant ye, about the Two godly Chriſtians! How 

many Fanaticks, think ye, they were called, and 
Diſturbers of the Peace of Diana's High Church? 
Doubtleſs they were charged with writing 


Books and Papers againſt D:ana's Clergy, and 
the Eſtabliſh'd Gew-gaws; and perhaps, Paal 


was ſuſpected for having a Hand in them, and 
ſome of his Epiſtles were produced to make 
good the Charge, Well! here they are, the 
Prieſts their Accuſers, the Mob their Judges, and 
Truth their Crime! Men and Wickedneſs are 
ſtill the ſame; we have ſeen the like in our 

Times. | | 
And when Paul would have entered in unto the 
People, the Diſciples ſuffered him not, v. 30. Here 
18, 
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is, on one hand, the Boldneſs of a Man, who 
has God for his Guide; and on the other, the 
Prudence of Men, who knew the Mercy of 
Prieſts and Mobs. And therefore, certain of the 
Chief of Aſia, which were his Friends, ſent ants 
him, deſiring him that he would not adventure him 
ſelf into the Theatre, v. 31. 

The 32d Verſe is pregnant with Inſtruction. 
Some theretore cried one thing, ana ſome another ; 
for the Aſſembly was confuſed, and the more part 
knew nor wherefore they were come W 

Some cried one thing, and ſome another, The 
true Genius of a Rabble, led by their Prieſts and 
their Paſſions, againſt Peace and againſt Reli- 
gion! They are united in their Zeal to do Miſ- 
chief, but they differ how they ſhall go about 
it. They are for the Church, Dianas Church, 
it is true; and ſhew it by Rage and Noiſe; but 
they are under no Rules, except the general one 
taught them by the Craftſmen, viz. to be fierce 
for the Church, againſt the Apoſtle; for the 
reſt, every Man is his own Maſter, and every 
Man will be heard firſt. 

A rare Picture of our preſent Mob, headed 
by one of themſelves in a Gown; I mean, our 
modern Demetrius. I think the Man is no great 
Craftſman ; but he has got Diana in his Head, 
and he himſelf is in the Head of the Rabble: 
But as to the Point of Underſtanding, he may 
throw him and his Rabble together into one 
ſhort Prayer, and cry with our bleſſed Lord, 
when the Jewiſh Prieſts were putting him to 
Death, for bearing Witneſs againſt their carnal 
Inven- 
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Inventions, their Hypocriſy and their Cruelty ; 
Fat her, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 


The Aſſembly was confuſed. There was no Order, | 


no Reaſon, no Moderation among them. The 
very Type of our High Church Mob again! 
And the more part knew not wherefore they were come 
together : that is, tho', as I ſaid before, they came 
determin'd to do Miſchief, yet they were at a 
Loſs what Species of it to go about, till their 
General, the Prieſt, gave them the Word. Oh, 
my Beloved, ler us lament the horrible State of 
thoſe poor unregenerate Souls, whoſe Paſtors 
feed them with Poiſon inſtead of the Food of 
Life, and teach them Rage inſtead of Religion. 
Take Warning, Sirs, I ſay unto you, take Warn- 
ing; beware of Diaua and her Crafiſinen, and 
cleave to your Bibles as you love your Souls. 
And they drew Alexander out of the Maltitade, 
the Jews (the believing Jews) putting him for- 


ward, And Alexander beckon'd with his Hand, aud 


would have made his Defence unto the People, But 


when they knew that he was a Jew, (that is, a be- 


lieving Jew) all with one Voice about the ſpace of 
Two Hours, cried out, Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
ſians, v. 33, 34. _ 


Was there ever ſuch a Couple of Twin Ca- 


ſes as theirs and ours! Verily, our High Church 


Bigots and Ragamuffins are the undoubted De- 
ſcendants of Diana's Tories at Epheſus Sixteen 


Hundred Years ago. Nor isthe Breed one whit 
mended; they are ſtill the Black- guard of the 
Craftſmen, blind, outrageous, and loud. 8 

We too, my Brethren, would, like the good 
; D Alex. 
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Alexander in my Text, make our Defence unto 
the People; but they will not hear us. *Pray 
mark the different manner of our diſputing from 


theirs, and the contrary Arguments we ule! we 
appeal to the Bible; ey cry, the Church! and an- 


ſwer the Word of the Lord with a Brickbat: 
Oh horrible! 


Great is Diana of the Epheſians! High Church 


for ever! and tis likely they ſwore to it. This 


was the Cry f r the ſpace of two Hours. Poor Souls! 
it was all they could (ay, and all that their Prieſts 
had taught them to ſay, Great is Diana of the 
Epheſians! Was ever Church more pithyly de- 


fenced, certainly the Craftſmen of our Days have 
learned their Logick from their Eyheſian Prede- 


cellors. Great is Diana of the Epheſians, I 
have heard a Sermon a full Hour long upon the 
{ame Subject, and yet not more ſaid, nor better. 
Lou have already, my Beloved, heard two 


Speeches, one from the Craftſmen, and the o- 


taer from the Mob. Dr. Demetrius being in the 
Chair, tells his Brethren of the Trade, that by 
this Craft (obſerve, by this Craft!) they had 
their Wealth, This is the firſt part of his Ser- 
mon; and in troth, he puts the beſt Leg fore- 
molt, and uſes his ſtrongeſt Argument firſt ; he 
fairly puts the Streſs of his Faith upon the ready 
Rhino, and in the very Dawn of his Diſcourſe, 
ſhews himſelf to be Orthodox. I dare ſay the 
whole Convocation was convinced, He has 
however, a rare Gudgeon behind for the Mob, 
and what ſhould that be, trow ye, but a Charge 
of Hereſy againſt Paul? The Apoſtle had the 
= Aſſurance 
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Aſſurance to publiſh, forſooth, that zhey be no 
Gods which are made with Hands: Terrible Athe- 
iſm againſt the Eſtabliſhd Divinity! and you 
ſee what a bitter Spirit it raiſed, 

This, my Friends, was the Prieſt's Speech or 
Sermon: Now hear the Mobs Speech once 
more, for it is a Rarity, as we ſay in Barkſhires 
Why they cried out till their Throats were 
jaded, Great is Diana of the Epheſians; and 
lugged a Couple of painful Diſſenting Miniſters 
into the Bear- garden, where I am ſorry we mult 
leave them to the Mercy of High Church-men. 


Now, my Chriſtian Friends, you ſhall hear a 


third Speech, which by its Honeſty, Moderation, 
and good Senſe, will refreſh you after all the 
Knavery and Impudence in the Craftſmen, and 
all this Sottiſhneſs and Fury in the People. 

And when the Town-Clerk had appeaſed the Peo- 
ple, he ſaid, Ye Men of Epheſus, what Man is there 
that knoweth not how that the City of the Epheſians 
2s a worſhipper of the great Godaeſs Diana, and of 
the Image which fell down from Jupiter? Seeing 
then that theſe Things cannot be ſpoken againſt, ye 
ought to be quiet, and do nothing raſhly : For ye have 


brought hither theſe Men, which are neither Robbers 


of Churches, nor yet Blaſphemers of your Goddeſs. 
Mberefore if Demetrius and the Craftſmen which 
are with him, have a Matter againſt any Man, the 
Law is open, and there are Deputies ;, let them im- 
plead one another, v. 3 5, 36, 37, 38. 
This is the Speech of a Layman and a Law- 
yer ! Think ye not, my Friends, that he was a 

Low Church-man ? I wot he was. 
| | Wo Seeing 
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Seeing then that theſe Things eaunot be ſpoken 4+ 
gainſt. Right, Mr. Town-Clerk ! their Dow- 
dy Image was Eſtabliſh'd by Law; and if it 
had been a Broomſtick it would have had the 
Prieſts on its ſide, and muſt have been wor- 
ſhipp'd : Where the Carcaſs is, there will the Ra- 
wens be gathered together, 5 | 

Te ought to be quiet, and to do nothing raſhly. So 
they would if the Prieſts had let them alone. 
But the Craftſmen had goaded their Sides with 
the Cry of the Church, till the poor Repro- 
bates were ſtark Mad. 

What Man is there that knoweth not, &c. Why 

every Body knew that Madam Diana's Palace 
at Epheſas had more Superſtition and Peter- 
Pence paid to it, and conſequently had a great- 
er Swarm of Chaplains, than all the Divinity 
Shops in Aſia beſides. She had Men and Mo- 
ney of her Side. What! could not all this ſe- 
cure her? No; her Bully Boys were afraid of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and Two or Three Diſſenting 
Teachers, his Servants. 

Ana the Image which fell down from jupiter. 
Fell down from Jupiter! what great Lyars ſome 
Prieſts are, my Beloved ! They will needs fetch 
all their Fables and filthy Ware out of Heaven 
it ſelf; and yet who has leſs Intereft there? 
Their very Ballads and Raree-ſhews are father'd 


upon Divine Right. Oh Sirs, the brazen Front 
of ſome Men! The Town-Clerk here conforms 
himſelf to their manner of ſpeaking : But take 
my Word for it, the Man knew better. 

The Image which fell down from Jupiter. As I 
| Was 
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was juſt now ſaying, all the Prieſts Lumber 
comes from God ; and yet they are ſcared out 
of their Wits, leſt Man ſhould take it from 
them; as if God could not defend his owa 
Gifts and Inſtitutions. This prepofterous Con- 
duct bewrays them. Either they believe not 
in God; or know that they bely him : Both 
Caſes, my Brethren, are very common. Mo- 
ſoe ver feareth the Lord, need not fear what Man 
can do unto him. | 
Mr. Town-Clerk proceeds. For ye have 
brought hither theſe Men, which are neither Robbers 
of Charches, nor yet Blaſphemers of your Goddeſs. 
Well urged, © If the Men are Innocent, why 
<« do ye abuſe them? If they preach falſe Doc- 
„ trine, why do ye not confute them? If they 
“ come not to your Eſtabliſh'd Church, why 
& do ye not convince them that they ought to 
« come? Or, becauſe ye cannot Anſwer them, 
do ye therefore Mob them? It is plain, that 
„e the honeſt Men have neither ſtolen any of 
« your Madam's conſecrated Trinkets, nor cal- 
„led her Whore. | 
© Wherefore if Demetrius and the Craft ſmen which 
are with him, have a Matter againſt any Man, the 
Law is open, and there are Deputies, let them im- 
plead one another. 
Better ſtill! This is Reaſooing now; a Prac- 
tiſe the Craftſmen do not care for; the Arm of 
- Fleſh is their beſt Argument, and at that too 
they are generally laid in the Dirt. Gentle- 11 
% men, ſays the Town-Clerk, it is evident ye 
« diſtruſt your Cauſe, by not truſting the Me- 
1 fits 
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ec rits of it to the Law. All external Advan- 
© tagesare for you; ye are in your own Town; 
& ye have moſt Friends and moſt Money; and 
let me tell ye too, Gentlemen, ye have moſt 
« Aſſurance, elſe I ſhould never have found 
« you here bawling for your Church and break- 
& ing the Law, and to your eternal Scandal, 
“ beſetting with your Numbers a few harm- 
& leſs Men, whoſe only Arms lie in the Inno-. 
& cence of their Lives, and in the Force of 
« what they fay. If you are vanquiſh'd at 
& theſe Weapons, have the Honeſty to own 
& it, or for ſhame be filent. If theſe Men, 
« Gentlemen, ſpeak againſt the Law, why 
% puniſh ye them not by the Law ? But if ye 
* have no Law againſt them, neither have they 


_ any Tranſgreſſhon. | 


What Anſwer, trow ye, did the Craftſmen, 
or their Calves, the Multitude, make to this? 
Why verily, ſuch an Anſwer, I gueſs, as they 
are wont to make to us every Day: I ſuppoſe 
they damn'd him for a Mig, and ſo got Drunk, 
and went Home. 4 

Oh, my Friends, the deplorable Condition 
of Men that are out of Chriſt! And ſuch are 
they who take their Religion from the Crſcf- 
men. The Worſhippers of Diana would have 
been as Outrageous for one of her Beagles, had 
the Craftſmen told them that the Beagle came 
down from Jupiter. My Brethren, let us cleave 
to our Bibles, yea, I ſay unto you, let us 


cleave to our Bibles. | 


III. I come now to my Third and laſt Gene- 
ral 


(31) 
ral Head, namely, to end my Diſcourſe with a 
ſhort Word of Application; having, as I went 
along, anticipated my ſelf, and made ſeveral _ 
oe e which would elſe have ariſen pat- 
ere. 

, The great Inference I ſhall make is, that 
Craftſmen or High- Churchmen, are at odds with 
Conſcience and Truth, and afraid of them. 
And indeed to do them Juſtice, tho? in relation 
to God and Religion, there is no believing what 
they fay ; yet whenever they reaſonfrom their 
own Intereſts, they reaſon well. By this Craft 
we have our Wealth, As to their flouriſh about 
Diana and her High Charch, it has not, in Point 
of Argument, common Senfe in it. All they 
aſſert is, that all Aſia worſhipped her; as if, 
becauſe Diaua was then uppermoſt, therefore 
Jeſus Chriſt ought to have been kept under- 
molt. They could not ſtand Pauls Logick; he 
appeal'd to Facts, he appeal'd to Reaſon, he 
appeal'd to Conſcience. 

They therefore, (that is, Diana's High Prieſts, 
or the Overſeers of her Fopperies, and Fingerers 
of her Gain) form a Deſign to oppreſs a Man 
whom they could not anſwer. There was no 
bearing it, that Men ſhould be conducted in 
their Religion by inward Conviction and the 
Grace of God, and not by them, who had no 
Advantage from either, for the Support of their 
Impoſitions. 7 

Beſide, if all external Trumpery and Gri- 
mace in Religion, were certainly ridiculous and 
vain, as the Chriſtian Religion certainly teach- 

| CS, 
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es: If Poſtures, Cringes, Shrines, Muſick, and 
the like bodily Devotion, were ſo far from ſig- 
nify ing any thing, that they were a certain and 
pernicious Contradiction to the ſimple Inſtitu- 
tion of Jeſus, whoſe Will was fulfilled by be. 

lieving in him, and living well; then were the 

Craftſmen like to be but little Reverenced, and 
to have but little Cuſtom for their Shrines and 
their ſmall Wares ; a Prieſt dreſs d up in an an- 
tick Coat, and making Mouths before a dead 
Image, would make a merry Figure before the 
People, inſtead of an awful one, as formerly; 
and in the midſt of all their holy Hubbub and 


Solemnity, a Chriſtian need but ask them one 


ſhort Queſtion, Who required theſe Things at 
your Hand? and they were confounded. 

What do they do therefore in this Caſe ? Do 
they defend their Church-gear by Reaſon, or 


by Reaſon confute Paul? No: Paul aſſerted; 


that they be no Gods which are made with Hands; 
the molt ſelf evident Truth that ever was af- 
ſerted by any Man. They cannot anſwer it; 
nor yet will they own themſelves inthe Wrong; 
but they will puniſh the A poſtle for being in the 
Right. Well; in order to this, do they go to 


Lau with him ? Not that neither? Paul and his 


Companions had offended no Law : They were 


peaceable Men; they were loyal Subjects, and 


good Livers: They were Contenders for Vir- 


tue and Piety; and they had not utter d a Syl- | 


lable againſt Diana's Idol, but what reſulted 


from the Eternal Truths which they delivered. 


What 
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What Courſe then do the Craftſmen take 
with them? Why, a very extraordinary one 
in it ſelf, but very common with them; even 
the Courſe of unprecedented Power and Oppreſ- 
ſion. They were chargeable with no Legal 
Crime; all their Offence was, that they enra- 
ged the Craftſmen, by opening the Goſpel 
Day- light upon the dark Minds of the miſled 
Multitude. They therefore ſhew their Rage, 
and have the innocent Men ſeiz d and deprived 
of their Liberty, without the ſhadow of any 
legal Procefs againſt them. Nay, it does not 
appear that they had yet found a Name for the 
Crime they alledged, but the Men were con- 
fined at Random, and probably pat to great 
Urea meds mor 
This ſhews their Spirit; and that Prieſtly 
Rage will be gratified over the Belly of Truth, 
of Innocence, of Humanity, of Law, and of 
Religion its ſelf. It cannot brook the leaſt 
good Office done to Human- kind; all its Ab- 
ſurdities are ſacred; and yet nothing is ſacred 
enough to mollify or reſtrain it, ever unforgiv- 


ing, ever gnaſning its Teeth. Truth will pre- 


petually be its Foe, and therefore it will per pe- 
tually be in a Hamme. 
And this ſhews too the Amiableneſs of an 
oppoſite Spirit; I mean, the amiable Spirit of 
the Goſpel: Where did ever our Bleſſed Savi- 


pur, who held all Power in Heaven and Earth, 
and could command Legions of Angels; where, 
or when did he, in the: midit.of Dangers, Op- 
pokition, and Abuſcs, ever Sppreſs or pad 

* - . 


o x 

"Y 
* 1 N 
- = * 4 


: 
I wt 8 = . " 
—— 0 nol Point — 
W * 8 0 28. — . 9 


r — ů — — — 
—— en A EI 


(34) 

even his unbelieving and implacable. Enemies ? 
Where did ever Paul, who had the Power and 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, and who had the 
Power and Aſſiſtance of Miracles, where and 
when did ever he ſhew any Reſentment to 
his bittereſt Foes among the Jews, or his moſt 
idolatrous Gainſayers among the Geztiles ? | | 

And what Account is to be given for this 
Diametrical Oppoſition between theſe two 
Spirits? I mean the Spirit of the Goſpel, and 
the Spirit of High Priefts? Why, none but this, 
that Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſought no Empire 
but over Wickedneſs and Error, by the ſole 
Means of Grace, Gentleneſs, and Perſwaſion; 


and they who have oppoſite Ends to ſerve, mult 


bring them about by Deluſion, Violence, and 


Force. This I will maintain is a certain 
Criterion to mark out Truth and Falſhood; and 


true and falſe Teachers. And I defy all the 


Prieſts upon Earth to ſhew, that the Internal 


Religion of Jeſus, wants for its Stay or its Ad- 


vancement, the External Influence of worldly 


Power. It was always pureſt and flouriſhed 


-moſt, when all human Power was againſt. it. 
Slaves and Hypocrites may be made by it; but 
Religion rejoyces in Liberty and Sincerity. 
When Men are angry in Defence of their 


Opinions, and oppreſs for their ſake; let them 


not belye Chriſt, and ſay, it is for him; but let 
their Paſſions be made to anſwer for what 
nothing but their Paſſions can produce. Why 
muſt Ambition, Avarice, and Revenge, be 
father'd upon Religion, which abhors _ 
292 : 4 als 
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all? Why muſt Bitterneſs and Cruelty, be laid 
at the Door of the Father of Mercies ? Pudet 
hec opprobria nobis, Qc. 
We cannot bear ſuch Violence offered to our 
Reaſon and our Language, as any longer to hear 
Things called by wrong and unnatural Names; 
or to ſee barbarous and impious Actions var- 
niſh'd over with holy Colours and godly 
Pretences. It gets the better of our Pati- 
ence, and is an Affront to our Religion. 
We cannot find Chri/ in the Actions of Belial ; 
nor can we ſee the Hol) Man in the Oppreſſor. 
They that would reſemble Fe/as Chriſt, muſt do 
as he did, and not do what he never did; and 
they who will in any Caſe follow the religi- 
ous Meaſures taken here by the Idolaters of Di- 
ana, in the Caſe of Paul, muſt forgo their Ti- 
tle to Chriſtanity, and argue as theſe Idolaters 
did, By this Craft we have our Wealth: And then 
the Religion of the New Teſtament will not 
be profan d in their Quarrel. | 
But why ſeize Paul, or any Body that be- 
long'd to him? Is one Man ſuch a Terror to 
many, that he muſt be puniſh'd before it ap- 
pears that he deſerved any Puniſhment at all, 
and before he is heard; or is it dangerous to 
hear him? And are they afraid of his Defence 
in a legal Trial, as much as of his Preaching and 
of his Reaſoning? : 1 
It is plain that downright Oppreſſion, that 
is, Power without Law, was the whole Scope 
of their Proceedings, and Revenge their only 
Motive. It is plain, that Paul was not running 
| E 2 / away: 
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away: His whole Buſineſs was to publiſh 
Truth; he was at Epheſas on purpoſe; he did 
it every Day; he preached in Publick; he 
taught in their Synagogues, he diſputed in their 
Schools. And he did all this ſo publickly and 
ſo effectually, that the Arch Craftſman charges 
him with having perſwaded and turned away much 
People. Ay, that grip'd ; his Reaſoning prevail. 


# 


ed, and the Craft was in Danger, 
Let us now, my Beloved,” mark the very 


different Situation of Paal and his Ad verſaries; 
they were in Poſſeſſion of an Eftabliſh'd Church, 
and of all its Revenues, and of the Superſtition 
of the People, who run mad for the Church 
at the Pleaſure of the Prieſt. The Law, no 
doubt, was partial to them, being made by 


Men of their own Religion; and the Judges 


and Magiſtrates were all of the ſame. Ihe 


People were of Opinion that their Church was 


of Divine Inſtitution, and that Heaven was on 
their Side. The Philoſophers, and all they who 
governd their Schools, and had the Education 


of Youth, were of that Church, being every 


one Heathens, except perhaps afew whojudged 
tor themlelves, and could diſtinguiſh Natural 
Religion, inſtituted by God, from the abſurd 
Medley of Rituals, invented by the Prieſts, 
The Chriſtian Religion was as yet but in its 
Infancy. In ſhort, the Craftſmen govern'd all 


Things; Earth was in their Poſſeſſion, and 


Heaven they pretended was their Champion. 
Here are Securities and Advantages enough 


to put Truth out of Countenance, had Truth 


been 


that others ſhould: But muſt you likewiſe be 


K 


8 
been amongſt them. In reality, ſhe wants not 
ſo many. But Falſhood can never have enough. 
The Craftſmen knew this, and ſhew'd that 
they did ſo by their outrageous Behaviour. 
Let us now view Paul, and {te what terri- 
ble Arms he bears that are ſo frightful to the 
Craftſmen; he was a Stranger; he was a Dif 
ſeater 3 he had no Equipage to dazzle Peoples 
Eyes; no pompous Garments to win their Re- 
verence, nor Wealth to bribe their AﬀeCtions 3 
he ſought no Popularity, by indulging Mien in 
theirV ices, or encouraging them in their Errors; 
In ſhort, all the numerous Advantages of his 
Adverſaries, the Prieſts, were ſo many Obſta- 
cles and Diſadvantapes to him, the Apoſtle.” To 
conclude, he had only Truth on his Side ; 
which render'd him an Over-match for all the 
Prieſts then in the World. All the Privilege, 
all the Advantage he deſired, was a fair Hear- 
ing. This, it ſeems, he had obtained of the 
Town; and it had its Effe&t. Here was his 
Crime, and here began the Prieſtly Fury, the 
fierceſt, the moſt hrutiſh of all others. 
Shameleſs Men! was it not enough that 
Reaſon and Religion were both againſt you; 
and that you would neither be Proſelytes to 
them your ſelves, nor ſuffer, with your Wills, 


—— ——— 


proclaiming their invincible Power, and your 
own Imbecility and Nakedneſs, by virulently 
uſing direct, undiſguiſed Force to ſtop their 

Mouths? What Impudence! What Folly! 
What! you that boaſted your Conformity to 
; T -the 
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the Law, and your Eſtabliſhment by the Law ! 


you that were the Poſſeſſors of all Scholarſhip! 
that were Proprietors of the'Arts and Scien- 
ces, and of the great Endowmeats given for 


their Support! you that inſtructed the Young 
and the Old, and controul'd the Conſciences of 


both! you that were the ſacred Adminiſtrators 
of Religion! you that ſhut and open d Hea- 
ven and Hell! you that were the Privy-Coun- 
cillors of the Gods! In the. Name of Amaze- 
ment, what could undermine you ; what could 
annoy you; or, if you are not hurt your ſelves, 
why do you oppreſs others ? By this Method 
you do but ſhew your cloven Feet. Jeſus we 
know, and Paul we know, but who are ye? 


